III.

THE VICTUAL  BROTHERS.

A SERIOUS interruption to the Baltic trade after
the glorious peace with Waldemar arose from the
notorious gang of pirates known to history as the
Victual Brothers. Upon the principle that all is
fair in love and war the Hansa, during its campaign
against the Danish king, had openly countenanced
and even abetted piracy, so long as the attacks of
the robbers were directed against their enemies. The
chance of plundering under protection was too
tempting not to attract a large number of adven-
turers, who for some years carried on their black
trade under the designation of " Victual Brothers,"
a name chosen because their ostensible aim was to
supply with provisions that part of the Swedish coast
which belonged to the Hansa.

It seems strange to us of to-clay to find as the
leading spirits among these Brothers the names of
Moltke and Manteuffel, doubtless forbears of the
famous modern German generals. These pirates
founded masses and charitable institutions on the
one hand, and robbed and sacked remorselessly
on the other. Peace being concluded, the Hansa
naturally had to clear the seas of these pests, but